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1. KNOWLEDGEABLE MPA OPPICIAL TOLD AUSTRALIAN EMBOPP JAN 20 
THAT PDRL HAS STILL NOT REPLIED TO THAI REQUEST THAT DIS- 
CUSSION OP OVERFLIGHTS OF LAOS (AND RESUMTPION OF LAO COM- 
MERCIAL PLIGHTS TO THAILAND) TAKE PLACE IN VIENTIANE AT THE 
END OP THE MONTH. OPPICIAL ADDED THAT RTG HAS NOW REVISED 
ANTICIPATED VIENTIANE MEETING DATE TO EARLY PEBRUARY, WITH 
SEPARATE VISIT TO HANOI POR DISCUSSION OF OVERFLIGHTS OF 
VIET-NAM TO OCCUR SOME TIME THEREAPTER. 

2. MILITARY OFPICIALS HAVE INDICATED TO DATT RECENTLY SOME 
IMPATIENCE WITH VIENTIANE'S LACK OP RESPONSIVENESS ON THE 
MEETING DATE AND ARE CONSIDERING THE POSSIBILITY OP 
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APPROACHING HANOI DIRECTLY TO SUGGEST THAT THE FIRST 
MEETING ON OVERPLIGHTS BE HELD BETWEEN THE THAI AND 
VIETNAMESE RATHER THAN THE THAI AND LAO, REASONING THAT 
ONCE AGREEMENT IS REACHED WITH HANOI, VIENTIANE WOULD PALL 
INTO LINE WITH BARELY A WHIMPER. SUCH A MOVE COULD BREAK 
THE CURRENT IMPASSE IN THAI- VIETNAMESE RELATIONS AND 
OPEN THE DOOR TO DISCUSSION OF OTHER ISSUES, PARTICULARLY 
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THE EXCHANGE OF DIPLOMATIC REPRESENTATIVES. PRESUMABLY, 

THE MFA OFFICIAL'S COMMENTS INDICATE THAT THE RTG HAS NOT 
YET DECIDED TO MAKE SUCH A CHANGE IN TACTICS. 
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